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GUARDIANSHIP OF THE ELDERLY
PAST PERFORMANCE AND FUTURE PROMISES

BY BRENDA K. UEKERT AND THOMAS DIBBLE

“We are all aging, but unfortunately, I cannot say with confidence 
that if any one of us becomes incapacitated that a robust system is 

in place to protect our person and our financial assets.”
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MAJOR ISSUES ASSOCIATED WITH GUARDIANSHIPS
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RECENT DEVELOPMENTS AND  
THE CASE FOR OPTIMISM
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Court leaders have begun to address challenges  
associated with adult guardianships.
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State Courts and Elder Abuse: Ensuring Justice for Older 
Americans

Uniform Adult 
Guardianship and Protective Proceedings Jurisdiction Act

 
 

 

TECHNOLOGICAL INNOVATIONS CAN  
STREAMLINE THE PROCESS AS WELL  

AS IMPROVE ACCOUNTABILITY
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NEW RESOURCES AIMED AT IMPROVING  
COURT RESPONSES TO GUARDIANSHIP  

ARE BECOMING AVAILABLE

Guarding the Guardians: Promising Practices for 
Court Monitoring
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RECOMMENDATIONS

 

RECOMMENDATION 1

DOCUMENT THE NUMBER AND TYPE  
OF ADULT GUARDIANSHIPS

-
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RECOMMENDATION 2

USE TECHNOLOGY TO INCREASE COURT  
EFFICIENCY AND ENHANCE ACCOUNTABILITY

RECOMMENDATION 3

ESTABLISH STANDARDS AND  
CRITERIA FOR GUARDIANS

-

RECOMMENDATION 4

PROVIDE JUDICIAL AND COURT STAFF TRAINING AND 
IMPROVE THE STATUS OF PROBATE COURT

-
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RECOMMENDATION 5

CREATE A STRATEGIC PLAN THAT REVIEWS CURRENT 
COURT PERFORMANCE, IDENTIFIES CHALLENGES,  

AND RECOMMENDS SPECIFIC IMPROVEMENTS

-

-

RESOURCES

Guardianships: Collaboration Needed 
to Protect Incapacitated Elderly People

Guardianships: Little Progress in Ensuring 
Protection for Incapacitated Elderly People

Guard-
ianship for the Elderly: Protecting the Rights and Welfare of Seniors 
with Reduced Capacity

 



Guarding the Guardians: 
Promising Practices for Court Monitoring -

State Courts and Elder Abuse: Ensur-
ing Justice for Older Americans
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